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Synopsis

James Houston helped introduce Inuit culture to the world with his remarkable art and stories. Here
are four of his exciting Inuit folk tales--"The White Archer", "Akavak," "Tikta'liktak" and "Wolf
Run"--collected in one beautiful volume. "The White Archer" and "Tikta’liktak" were both named an
Eskimo Legend CLA Book of the Year for Children in the 1960s. James Houston made his first
journey to the Canadian Arctic in 1948 in search of a new land to paint. He lived with Inuit and
Indian people in the Arctic for 12 years and grew to understand them and their way of life.
"Houston’s knowledge of the Inuit people and their culture is astounding. And his description of the
Arctic is both powerful and sometimes frightening--a cold, lonely world that can do strange things to

men’s minds." --Toronto Star Ages 8 and up
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Customer Reviews

This book is a set of stories set in the Arctic, long before snow mobiles, rifles, or any modern
technology that has changed the lives of people living in a stone age culture. Simply and beautifully
written, this book would be suitable for an older child or teenager, but also fascinating for adults
interested in Eskimo life. Each of the stories describes a character overcoming serious challenges,
often the threat of starvation. | found each one engaging and evocative, so much so that sometimes

| stopped reading for a while, because | couldn’t stand the feeling of intense cold that the the author



keeps the reader feeling! As a dog trainer, | was especially interested in the descriptions of sled
dogs and how they were handled - hardly the way we treat our domestic dogs today. But | imagine
very real! | also read Houston’s The White Dawn, a more serious, adult-level book, and loved it. |
highly recommend this Treasury to anyone interested in native life in the Arctic.l highly recommend

this book to anyone interested in life in the Arctic.

James Houston lived with the Inuit for 14 years. These legends are among those he collected. |
enjoyed reading them very much. | remember reading many collections of legends as a child that,
truth be told, were pretty dull. However, these have a lot of action and real narrative arcs that would
keep any reader engaged. | especially liked the tale "The White Archer," which reminded me of the
The Searchers, if that movie weren’t racist and misogynist and instead carried a message of cultural
toleration and understanding. (I suspect that someone will write a comment saying The Searchers
isn’'t that bad, but | don’t care. | can’t stand that movie.)Anyway, the point is that this book is good

and | think kids and adults both would find it an excellent read.
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